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Prussia, PA for Entergy VY) and headquarters staff who perform inspections in a wide

variety of engineering and scientific disciplines.

The NRC inspection specialists review plant operations, safety, security, emergency
planning, radiation protection, environmental monitoring, periodic testing of plant
equipment and systems, fire protection, maintenance activities and other specialized
areas. During the course of a year, NRC specialists may conduct 10 to 25 routine
inspections at the VY Station. NRC special team inspections may focus on a specific
plant activity, like maintenance or security, or a team may be sent to the plant to look at a

specific operating problem (e.g., the VY Station cooling-tower failure).

The frequency, scope and depth of the NRC inspection program vary depending on the
plant’s performance. The program consists of three major elements: (1) baseline
inspections — the minimum required at all plants; (2) supplemental inspections —
performed at those plants with performance below established thresholds; and (3) special
inspections that focus on a specific issue. The NRC prepares inspection reports for all
inspections. Baseline inspection reports, compiled by the full-time resident inspectors
and inspection specialists, are issued at the close of each calendar quarter. Special and
supplemental inspection reports are issued several weeks after completion of those
inspections. The NRC inspection reports are available on the NRC’s website “Library”
link, in the NRC’s online document collection system called “ADAMS,” and from the

Public Document Room at NRC headquarters.
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The NRC also issues annual performance reports, which are also available on the NRC’s
website. Furthermore, the NRC staff holds a public meeting each year near the VY
Station to discuss the previous year’s performance. This provides individuals living near

the plant an opportunity to find out the status of a plant’s safety performance and to talk

with NRC staff.

In summary, the NRC has a comprehensive oversight process to inspect, measure, and
assess the safety performance of the VY Station. The NRC process focuses inspections
on areas of greatest risk, applies greater regulatory attention where there are plant-
performance problems, uses objective measures of performance, gives the public timely
and understandable assessments of plant performance and provides responses to
violations in a predictable and consistent manner that corresponds to the safety
significance of the problem. Nuclear-plant operating experience demonstrates that safety
and reliability have improved significantly since the late 1980°s and early 1990’s, in part
due to the maturing of the industry and in part due to the improved regulatory-oversight
process.

Various parties have raised the question whether the VY Station should undergo an
“independent safety assessment” or “ISA” in connection with its request for approval of
continued operations after March 21, 2012. Do you have any comments on this issue?
In April 2007, the NRC was asked to consider performing an ISA at a selected nuclear-
power-plant site in addition to the on-going NRC regulatory-oversight process. This

request was based on the concerns of some individuals that the current NRC oversight
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process did not adequately address the areas evaluated during the Maine Yankee ISA in
1996. As a result, the NRC performed a comprehensive comparison of the current NRC
oversight process in 2007 against the 1996 Maine Yankee ISA. The NRC found that it
has incorporated the lessons learned from the 1996 Maine Yankee ISA into the current
NRC oversight process and that the current process provides even greater attention to
safety culture (implemented by the NRC in 2006) and better focus on potentially risk-
significant problems. In other words, the current NRC oversight process is more

comprehensive and more focused on ensuring nuclear-plant safety as a result of lessons

learned from the 1996 Maine Yankee ISA and a number of subsequent lessons learned.

The current NRC oversight process is adequate, and there would be no benefit to public
health and safety to be gained from performing an additional ISA.
Does this conclude your testimony?

Yes.



